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HE Defendant's Attorney in this 
| Cauſe having received Notice of 
Trial from the Attorney ploy 
= BY the Plaintiff, Friday the 5th 
220 Day of June, was appointe 
for the Cauſe — — ber- | me 25 
Early in the Morning the Court ſat; and the 
Council on both Sides (who. were Gentlemen of 
the greateſt Diſtinction in the Law) being ſeat» 
ed, the Jury who were all Perſons of Worthy 
were ſworn to try the Iſſue joined between the 
Plaintiff and the Defendant; and having taken 
their Places in theJury Box, the Plaintiff's Couti- 
1 in a Speech to the following 
urpor r. 2 bY. 114342Þ840 
Council. My Lord, and you. Gentlemen that 
are ſworn, I am Council in this Cauſe for the 
Plaintiff, and you hear on what Occaſion this 
Action is brought by my Client againſt the De- 
fendant: It is really for a very great Crime gand 
th# the Damages laid in our Declaration ic for 
a heavy Sum o Money, yet Gentlemen welſball 
make it fully appear to y out, Satisfaction, that 
the young Lady has ſuſtained a greater Loi 
this Affair this ever; can be tepaired! ä 
Things we (hall lay before you and then, Get 
tlemen, you will judge of what is denen 
2 : A 2 0 


* 


. 


. 
of your Conſigergtion., that. is, whether the 
Aﬀlba be is und: d, o beck it be not. 
2d Counctl. My Tord, and GeEHNH cen dr the 
Jury, I am Council on the ſame Side with the 
learned Gentleman hd ſpoke laſt, ſo that you 


are not pnacquaiated with hat- brought you 
hither this Day 22 W ithqut Sing A 
long Detafl of the Merits of this Cauſe, I ſhall 
open to you a few Things, for. Facts had better 
cbme from the Months of che Wi s than 
from my Opening, and 1 ſhalk Un! obſetve thus 
far to you. Gentlemen, the Defendant ig Rev. 
Ctergyman, a Man of great Learning, Has high 
Preferments in the Church, ard has large Eſtates 
in different Parts of this Kingdom, particularly 
in- Lineolnſhite and Worceſterſhire. Gentlemen, 
this Rev. Divise happening accidentally to come 
ihto the Company ot this young Lady, the Plain- 
tiff, at a Houſe in Hammerſmith, where this 
young Lady was Lodger, he took a very great 
Likitg to her, and perſwaded her, after many 
Denials on her Part, to take an Airing with him 
in his Chariot as far as Chiſwick, to ſee the 
beautiful Gardens there belonging to the Earl 
of B=—g=—a. After many Perſuaſions ſhe 
went with him, and the firſt Words he ſpoke to 
her, when they were ſeated in the Chariot, was, 

adam, I am extremely in Love with you; it 
is upon honourable Terms; and I do not doubt, 
when we are better acquainted you will make me 
the happieſt Man upon Earth. The young Lady 
was ſurprized, and could ſcarcely utter a Sylla- 
ble; but however ſhe kept her Countenance as 
well as ſhe could, little expecting any artful In- 
ſituations from a Man of his Cloth and Charac- 


ter. This Gentlemen was the beginning of oa | 


42 
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82 
Defendanr's —— 7 what the Conſequences 
were to the injured Lady, and how ſhe has ſut- 
fered, you will better underſtand when the Wit- 
neſſes come to be examined. I muſt tell you 
Gentlemen, that though the Defendant is a Di- 
vine of much Repuragion, and great Wealth, 
yet if we prove what Obligations he laid on the 
young Lady to marry him; what Promiſes he 
made her,and whar farther paſſed between them, 
you will eaſily find that he was guilty of a very 
great Breach of Faith, and acted a Part very un- 
becoming the Character he bears in his Eccleſi- 
aſtical Capacity ; for it is a moſt wicked and 
ſhameful Thing for any Man to make a Lady 
ſuch Promiſes, and then to deſert her, and leave 
her to the Reproach of the World. The Law 


has provided a Remedy in theſe Caſes, and there- 


fore Gentlemen, we do not doubr, but you wilt 
do us Juſtice, for I think the Lady had better 
loſe her Fortune than her Reputation. 4 

3d Council. My Lord, and Gentlemen of the 
Jury, I ſhall only trouble you with a fewWords, 
and that is, that a Promiſe of Marriage was made 
by the Defendant to the Plaintiff, and if we 
prove that Promiſe was not performed, we doubt 
not, but you will act like upright honeſt Men; 
and give a Verdict for our Client. If we fail in 
our Proof, there is no manner of Doubt, but you 
will eaſily diſcover the Deceit, and fo our Atti- 
on will fall to the Ground; for we only deſire ta 
ſtand or fall by Juſtice, and the Teſtimonies ot 
honeſt and creditable People. Call Mrs. 
Mary J- ck- .- n- (who appeared, and the Book 
being handed her, the was 3 914.4 TO 

Coun. Pray Madam give my Lord and theſe» 
Gentlemen an Account of what you krow res; 

latiog 
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669 
lating to Dr. W — and Miſs Davd—3, Where 
you have ſeen them and What has paſſed. ; 
J--k--{ -n. I knew Dr. W very well, 1 
having ſeen him frequently pay viſits to Miſs 
D—-, and he told me for the greater Conve- 
niency of ſeeing her, he would take a Room in 
my Houſe. where ſhe lbaͤged, which he accord - 
ingly did, and I never. ſaw any Man in my Lite 
ſo fond ot a Lad. ud: 

Council. Do you apprehend he courted the 

Lady for a Wife. bas en a fl 
J-ck-ſ\-n, He called her his Angel, and inſiſt- 
ed that ſhe ſhould promiſe to marry him, and no 
other Man, and he would make her the ſame 
Promiſe, which he did; and I heard; the Lady 
ſay ſhe would be his Wife; for ſhe had no Ob- 
* to it; and hoped he would not deceive 
Council. And what was the Doctor's Reply? | 
n. He ſaid my Angel! you need oof 
fear me: I cannot ſupport-Lite without you, and 
the ſooner we, are joined in Holy Matrimony, it 
will be the better. | | 5 A 
| Coun. Madam, can you recollect the Words 
that paſſed when this Talk of Matrimony was 
between the Defendant and Plaintiff 2 Speak the 
very Words as near as you can recollett.., - 
take you for my dear Wife, for I can love no 
other Woman in the World; — and now I de- 


fire your Conſent in the ſame Words. Miſs 


, reply'd I will have you for my Huſ- 
band, and hope we ſhall. be happy all the Days of 
our Life. This is all I remember, 1 
did not write it down, never in the leaſt ſuſ- 
pecting what has ſince happen'd. 


Coun. 


(7 

Council. Did the Doctor give any Reaſons, 
K any Time, why he intended to marry this 
young Lady? AGE ” 3 
| J-—n.. He ſaid ſhe was a charming Crea« 
ture; that ſhe was a Lady of the greateſt Per- 
fec̃t ions he ever had ſeen, and if he was ſo happy 
to be wedded to her, he did not fear he thou'd 
ſoon have an Heir to his Eſtate, He called 
her his dear Jenny when the was not preſent; 
and when in his Company, then my Angel. i 
cannot fay but I was 'rejoiced Miſs Do —z 
had ſo fair a-Chanee ef being happy, for, to be 
ſure, his Fortune was far ſuperior to her's, tho? 
ſhe is of a good Family. R 
Council for the Defendant. Pray, Miſtreſs 
let me ask @ Queſtion. Do yon, on you 
Oath believe, the Reverend Doctor intended 
to marry. her? And, contidering his Fortune 
and Age, had not you great Reafon to believe 
the contrary ? ed. a 

In. If I was not ſure I heard the Pro- 
miſe on both Sides F would not ſwear ir, I do 
aſſure you. 295 

Council for Defendant. Is there not a great 
Difference in their Ages? 3b 4; nd 

Inn. TI believe fo ; but I have known old 
Gentlemen as fond of young Ladies as young 
Gentlemen are. 3 | 

Council for Defendant, And you believe this 
was the Caſe here? 2 

J——n. Yes, indeed do]: For, I think, F 
never ſaw Man tonder of a Woman, and the 
Courtſhip was always (ſo far as 1 ſaw), cartied 
on with ſuch Decency as quite charm'd every 
one that was in their Company ; for who could 
ſuſpect a Man of his Function ! 1 am ſure I 
- never 


109 (8) 

did ; and little thought to be call'd here on this 

Occaſion. 334 N 
| Coun. for Plaintiff. Pray, Brother, (ſpeaking 
| to the Detendant's Council) when I have done 
| examining this Gentlewoman, you may ask her 

what Queſtions you pleaſe ; but til en, pray 
do not 1nterrapt me. Now, Madam, was not 
the Doctor continually teazing Miſs D-—8 to 
8 with him while they were at Hammer- 
ich. 
J—n. They were ſeldom aſunder, for if 
ſhe ſtirr'd, he was like a diſtracted Man, 
Coun. Was this what you obſerved at Ham- 
merſmith, whilſt they tarried there. 4 

— . Yes, at my Houſe. They were 

both Lodgers, and Miſs us'd to go abroad in his 
| Chariot to Ranelagh Gardens, and other Places 
| 4 of publick Reſort. —— She went always at his 
Requeſt, and ſeem'd fond te oblige him in 
every Thing ſo far as Modeſty Ap > 


| Coun. As to Modeſty, I believe no young 
Lady bears a better Character. Re 
* In. She was always well eſteem'd b 
| the beſt People in the Country, and they ſpea 
exceeding well of her. — 
| * Coun. How long ago is it fince this firſt 
i! Diſcourſe about the Marriage Promiſe on both 
| Sides happened ? | 3 
J—n. In June 1743, and ſeveral Times 
afterwards. _. 5 
Coun. Did not the Dr. promiſe, if the Lady gave 
her Conſent, that he would purchaſe an Eſtate 
« for the Fqppore of younger Children, let it caſt 
| him eyer ſo much Money? $191 % 
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an. I heard him ſay, he would lay out 40,0001. 
for that Purpoſe, and at the fame Time he' pro- 

fed to her, to allow her $00 1. a Year for Pine 
Foney. This was ſpoke betore the Doctor went 
to Oxtord. an: a. ; 

Coun. Did the Lady lodge with you after | 
the Defendant lefr Hammerſmith ? | 
In. After he went away ſhe ſtill kept 
her Lodgings ; and received ſome Letters from 
him which were wrote by him, and were di- 
rected to the Plaintiff at our Houle at Hammer: 
_—_— | f e 
4 How do you know that he wrots 
2. T have ſeen him write feveral Tim 
and know his Hand-writing; and I verily 
Neve, thoſe Letters I have ſeen were writte 
by him, and by no other Perſon,” * 
_ "Coun. Then, Madam, you verily believe 
that the Defendant was the Writer of thoſe 
Letters which the Plaintiff receiv'd. n 
In. I believe it as much as that I am now 
living. FIR 1 * 
Then the Letters were produced and read. 
The firſt Letter which is dated from Oxford, 
5 ins in 5 er, en and calls the 
Plaintiff, Dear Jenny, my ſweeteſt Angel, a 
excuſes the Delendlier for not ET 


—— Proceeds thus: My Soul's Delight, 
% had no Pleaſure in my Journey hither ; ani 
< now I am arrived, this Country feemeth 
© ftrange to me; I think myſelf forlorn, and o 
© an mlenowa Spot of Ground! 1 0 1 
be is irkſome, HT Night intollerable! I 


„Company, and I believe ſhall be incapable of 
*"rtanſaFting thoſe 8 that call'd me 2 


— 
— 


rn 1 i; 
— — n — >. 


3 ; f „ ö 
t 1 endeavour to diſguiſe the Cauſe of my Up- 
te eaſineſs, even to the moſt intimate of my 
© Friends; they know not my Mind ; they feel 
& not my Tortures ; — and all the World are 


40 inſenſible of my Affliẽt ions but myſelf.— 


& Vet why thould I deſpair of Relief? 
& Have not I the Eſteem and kind Wiſhes of 
tc the moſt lovely of Women, who has pro- 
& miſed to make me happy? —— Then, if. 1 
* {uffer Ang uiſh, let me impure it only to my- 
6e ſelt! Shall I charge my Fair One with 
*& Unkigdneſs? no, Heavens forbid } ———— 
Then, this Letter, after abundance of endear- 
ing Expreſſions, acquaints the Plaintiff, that the 
Defendant will leave Oxon as ſoon as conveni - 
ently may. oe 3 bur as an unexpected Delay has 
happened in an Affair which is very materfal to 
his intereſt; and much concerns her future Hap- 
ineſs, he hopes the will excuſe his Abſence for a 
— e 
By the Letter (No. 2.) which was read, it 
appeared that the Plaintiff had anſwered the 
Defendant's firſt Letter, aud that he had ſent 
her an Anſwer, in Words to the following 
Effe ct. 1 4 ene 
„ My dear Lady Jenny, I am quite raviſh'd! 
& J kiſs the Paper as it now lies before me ! I 
& this Moment imagine that I ſee ycur lovely 
te Face, and I can = write one Line before 
& I kiſs your dear Epiſtle over and over again. 
& — How happy is the Man that is beloved 


c 
fe. ſo amiable a Lady ; — ſure pro itious 
Fe. 2 deſigued you fox me, &c.“ — hen 
this Letter cc.ncludes, with deſiring the Plain- 
tiff to remember his kind Reſpedts to Mrs. ]--n, 
and the Family; and to Mr. D-—s8, and ws 
Other 
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other Friends; and tells her he will leave Ox- 
ford ſpeedily, and fly to her Arms in the Mo 
ment perhaps ſhe leaſt expects him, &c.] 
Another Letter from Oxford, without any 
Date, (after adviſing the Plaintiff of ſume Bu- 
ſineſs relating to his private Affairs, not at all 
material to this Trial) runs thus: © Well, I 
« find nothing can divert me but your dear 
&© Company; an Hour ſpent with my old 
« Friends, over a Bottle ot generous Claret, at- 
« fords me no Relief; every Hour's Abſence 
* from you, appears as Years, and the Conver- 


c ſation of both the Sexes is to me as inlipid ag 


e the Hours are tedious, I cannot liſten even 
ce to what relates to ſettling the Aﬀiirs which 
« I mentioned of Mr. B——y, tho' he would 
& readily come iato it, and he is ſurprized ar 
my odd Humours. I teign myſelt Sick, and 
© when T am walking in my Chambers, think» 
* ing of nothing but your dear felt, I order 
«© my Servants to deny me, and to ler Viſitors 
« know that I am indiſpoſed and fatigued, 
© ſo as not be ſpoken with. My dear Lady, 
& if the Cauſe of my Grief was kon amongſt 
e my Friends, how wou'd they jeer me 
% Bur I conceal my tender Paſſion from all but 
« You and Myſelf, for few, beſide us, know, 
« what it is ſincerely to love. I hope, m 

6 dear Life (and I crave it, as the only Blei- 
fing in View) that you will be pleas'd before 
50 J have the Pleaſure of ſeeing you, to ſettle thę 
„Bridal Day, which I truſt will make ys eter- 
„ nally happy; and believe me to be, with the 
6 greateſt Love, and inviolable Affection, &c. 
F Tours, 


v4 © Ay 
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. 
As no Anſwer might be ſent to this Letter, 
it was proved that a Letter was received in 
two or three Days after, which was read, and 
was in Subſtance as follows : Sure my 
& Fair One has not forgot what I wrote upon in 
& my laſt.— I hope my Abſence does not ba- 
« niſh me from your Thoughts; or do you, 
% my ſweet Angel, miſtruſt my Fidelity? 
© No, my Love, no Power upon Earth, nor 
* the moſt lovely Object that breaths, if cloath'd 
« in the moſt fumptuous Apparel, drawn in a 
Golden Chariot, and Miſtreſs of half the Uni- 
« yerſe, ſhall ever draw me from my Charmer. 
4 Wealth, Power and Honours, I could de- 
* ſpiſe for You, for Life, without you, I find 
* is to me inſupportable. Oh! Heavens! 
ce if ſome Enemy of mine ſhould now be la- 
ac bouring with you to induce you to break — 
e Promiſe, how unhappy ſhould I be! How 
* truly miſerable indeed !—But I only ſur- 
< miſe this; I am convinced my Dear is poſe 
<6 ſeſs?d of too much Conſtancy of Mind to 
“ liſten to any Thing that may be told her to 
« my Difad vantage She will not be de- 
4. ceived in me, nor will the hear the flatteri 
* Courtſhip of giddy-headed Boys, whoſe chief 
c Talents conſiſt in telling a fine Tale To-day, 
« and To-morrow forget what Topick they 
& were diſcourſing upon. On Receipt of this, 
<< lovelieſt of thy Sex, favour him with a Line, 
* who deſires Life no longer, than he can ſay, 
with Sincerity of Heart, that he loves only his 


[other Letters which the Plaintiff had recei vd 


were alſo read, and in general contained very 
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can you ſay further? 
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eſt Princeſs in the Univaſe-ſhoutd never have 
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amorous Expreſſions, promiſing with all the Faith 
of a Chriſtian, that the, and the only (meaning 
the Plaintiff) ſhould be the Partner of his Bed. 
Coun. for the Plaintiff. Well, Madam, what 


, 


Ia When the Defendant, returned from 


Oxford, and underſtood that his Lodgings were 


ler, he went from Hammerſmith to Turnham- 


Green, where the young Lady was at that Time. 


On his Return, he profeſſed the fame Eſteem as 
before: He was continually calling her his love- 
ly Lady Jenny, and every Carriage in both Par- 
ties convinced me that they would ſpeedily be 
married, and I believe Miſs Ds was ſo ful - 
ly convinced that he did not intend to trifle 
with her, that ſhe always ſeemed eaſy when he 
made Excuſes for Delay, little expecting the 


After-Game he intended to play with her. 


Another Witneſs called. 


Council for the Plaintiff. Now you are ſworn, 


. pray give my Lord and the Jury an Account 6f 


what Tranſactions you know between the Plain- 

tiff and Defandent * n 
Witneſs. Miſs D---s being a Lodger at Turn- 

ham Green with Mr. L——ng-—d, and two 


young Ladies his Daughters, the Doctor came 


thither, lodged in the ſame Honſe and joined 


with them in Honſe-keeping, and paid an 7 20 


Share in all Disburſements which related to Ear- 
ing and Drinking; — that the-Defendanr al- 
ways ſeemed very fond of the Plaintiff, and de- 
clared in Publick Company, that he ſhould ſoon 
be happy in her as his Wife, and that the great- 


the 


| 
| 
4 


relating to Wedding Cloaths ? 


(14) 
the leaſt Share in his Affections, for that he had 
ſufficient to ſupport her like a Lady, and no 
Dutcheſs in the Land ſhould make a better Ap- 


pearance. 


Coun. Did the Doctor never talk ſomething 
Or that he 
would buy the Plaintiff her Wedding Suit; and 
that he longed to ſee the happy Minute they 
ſhould be joined together ? | | 
Witneſs. Yes, Sir, I heard him ſay, that dear 


Lady Jane, (as he was pleaſed tocall her) ſhou'd 
have a rich Wedding Suit, and he gave her Di- 
rections what ſhe ſhould buy. | 


| Coun. Did he name any Sort that would pleaſe 
him beſt? 5 e 
Witneſs. He ſaid my Dear Life, if it is agree- 


able to you, I will chuſe a blue Sattin Gown, 


embroidered with Gold, and one of the fineft 
Bruſſels Heads that can be bought, with every 
Thing that is ſuitable, for I think nothing upoa 
Earth too good for the Charmer of my Soul. 
Council. Did the Lady make any Reply to 
this ? | | | | 
Witneſs. I cannot remember the particular 


Words ; but to the beſt of my Remembrance, 


ſhe ſaid to him, that ſuch gay Apparel as he had 
mentioned, didnot ſuir a Perſon of her Fortune, 


and that ſhe N more ordinary would 


be agreeable to her, if he approved of it; and 
then he ſaluted her ſeveral Times, ſqueezed her 
Hand, chucked her under the Chin, and uſed all 
the tender Endearments that Man could to a Wo- 
man, hugging her ſo cloſe that ſhe could ſcarcely 
ſpeak. He ſaid, my precious Fair One, ate 
not we now Man and Wi , for I am ſure there 


is nothing wanting on either Side but the Cere- 


mony; 


(15) 

mony; and if you had not twenty Shillings in 
the World, you are as welcome to me as if you 
had twenty Millions of Money; for it is ner 
Money I cover, it is only your Eſteem. 
Council. Pray now can you poſitively ſay, 
that you heard the Defendant declare he had pro- 
mi ſed the Lady to make her his Wife. | 
" Witneſs. He ſaid it over and over, and call- 
ed her his dear Love, and he was frequently ſo 
fond of her, that I have thought it ſtrange, that 
he ſhould make fo much to do about her, when 
I believed it was in his Power to marry her when 
ke pleaſed. PN 301 G4]. wh $23, 

Council. Did ſhe ſeem uneaſy ar the Marriage 
being delay d? 5 11 
Witneſs. I cannot tell other People's Minds; 
bur I think it would have made me uneaſy. I 
never put the Queſtion to the Lady, for it was 
in Aff. ir that did nor concern me. 

Coun. Then they ſeemed very fond of each 
other, did they not?; | 
Witneſs. As ever Bride and Bridegroom were, 
—— they uſed to play almoſt every Night with 
Mr. L-—ng— d and one of his Daughters at 
Wiſt for a Shilling a Corner, and the Doctor 
was very fond of playing, and took much De- 
light 272 Miſs D —-*s Loſiugs, and could 
hardly forbear a Moment from ſaluting her, and 
paying her as much Adoration as if the had been 
an Angel. SHE 
| Coun. for the Defendant. How do you know 
that there was a Promiſe of Marriage made by 
the Defendant to the Plaintiff? * 

Witneſs. I know no more than what J heard 
them both declare in a very ſolemn Manner. 1 


never doubted but that the Marriage would be 


ſoon 


„ (/ 16, * | 
ſoon performed, I have heard him eften ſay, if 
Miſs DP went from her Promiſe, he might 
inſtantly declare himſelf a ruined Man. 

Coun. Then it was the general Opinion that 
they had concluded to be marri de. 
- Witneſs. It was the general Diſcourſe up and 
down the Neighbourhood, becauſe they went ſo 
frequently abroad together in the Doctor's Cha- 
nat : dn , A £ 
: Coun. Why, is it not common for Gentlemen 
and * to go abroad that never intend to be 
married to each other? T 

Witneſs. I do not know that; — as to my 
own Part I ſhould not like it. y |; 

— for the —— The Promiſe of Mar- 
riage is fairly brought home to your Client; 
— — be a clearer Proof than from the 
Mowhs;of theſe two Witneſſes. 3 

Coun. for the Defendant. You. read here a 
Number of Letters, and it does not to me clearly 
appear, that they were written by the De- 
Coun. for Plaintiff. Mrs.] has proved 
them I think, beyond all Contradiftion, but we 
thall leave it to the Sentlemen of the Jury to 
conſider ; tho I do not apprehend jt to be very 


Third Witneſs Sworn. | 
. Cons, for Plaimiff. Do you- know any Thing 
of the Defendant, Dr. W —— coming to Fet- 
ter-Lane, tor: enquire. for Miſs D-——5s, the 
Plaintifl. fs 17 voto wet 
Witdeſs. Miſs D>—s lodg'd with her * 
1 O ex 
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ther id Ferter-Lane, Fleet - lreet, and the Dr. 
ſeveral Times din'd with her. I have ſeen 
acre ge LSD DOB, got; 
Coun. Did yon ever hear any Promiſe of 
Martiage made between the Plaintiff and De- 
fendant. | * 2 0109 
Witneſs. I heard the Defendant ſay that they 
were to be married ſpeedily; — that be lov'd 
the Lady more than any Woman in the World, 
and that he ſhould never be happy without her. 

Coun. Were theſe Words ipoke in her Pre- 
er i 2207 77 | 

Witneſs. 'They were ſpoke at Table, when 
they were both together. . 

Coun. And did the Lady ſeem agreeable to 
marry him e 
Witness. She told him, that he might be 
happy as ſoon as he pleaſed, if ſhe could make 
him ſo { and if he thought himſelf unhappy, be 
coul d blame No Bady but himfelf. - He reply'd, 
«© My dear Lady, I am ſure you are the Sweeteſt 
ce and kindeſt of your Sex, or Words to. that 
Effect; and thea he promiſed that the Wedding 
ſhould be celebrated in a few Days, at the ſame 
Tine taking her by the Hand, and ſaluting her 
with tender Kiſſes. RE 


him pretty often there; — he came as a Suitor / 


[Then a Gentleman, who is a * Relation 


the young Lady, Plaintiff in this Cauſs 


_of 
, _ Fol eny eee 


Gentlemen of the Jurys it you know rhePlain- 

iff, and what paſs'd between her and the De- 
fendant relating to any Marriage Promiſe ? 
* C Witneſs. 


ä — CO T — 
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Witneſs. I know both the Plaintiff and De- 
ſeodant; the former is my S-——r; I remember 
that the Deſeudant had agreed to marry the 
Plaintiff, and ivſiſted ſhe ſheuld make him a 
Solemn Promiſe to accept of him for a Husband 
and it was mutually agreed that they ſhould 
eſpouſe each other. | 
. Coun. Pray, Sir, recolle&, if at any Time 
vou ſaw the Plaintiff and Defendant in Fetter- 
Lane, Fleet- ſtreet, at the Plaintiff's Lodgings, and 
what paſs'd there | * 
Witneſs. The Defendant din'd there ſeveral 
Times ; and I well remember, that one Day (the 
26th of November was two Years) when the 
Lottery began Drawing, happening to be there 
when they were in the Room both together, I 
heard the Plaintiff cry out, on which I went di- 
rectly into the Room, at which the Defendant 
| ſeem'd to be ſurpriz'd. | 
. Coun. | Why ſhould he be ſurpriz'd. You was 
no Stranger, was you; Had not you been inti- 
mate before? 
Witneſs. Perhaps ſome Deſign he had might 
be fruſtrated in, by my ſo ſuddenly approaching 
the Room, :;. | --, | 
. Coun. And how did you behave on this Oc- 
caſion. *% 1 ey 
Witneſs. I ſtifled my Reſentment. I could 
not juſtly gueſs the Cauſe of the, Plaintiff's be- 
ing in Tears, and asked what made her weep? 
Coun. Did the make any Rey? TY), 
Witneſs. The Doctor took her inſtantly by 
the Hand, and ſaid my dear Miſs, what is the 
Matter with you? E | | 
Coun. And what Anſwer did ſhemake? . 
Witneſs. She reply'd haftily, “ I think there 
| 10 
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cc ig Matter enough ! —— Is this your Love. 
© —— Firſt you promiſed me Marriage, and 
& cauſed me to make a ſolemn Vow that I ſhould 
© never have any one elſe for my Husband 
c but you, and now I have conſented, you. 
& would deceive me, for which I think you are 
& an ungenerous Man, and Jam ſorry I have put 
& ſo much Confidence in you.” 1.4 

Coun. How did the Defendant take this 
when he heard it ? | | | 

Witneſs. He ſeemed to be uneaſy to hear her 
ſpeak in this Manner. — She told him, that if 
he had no Intent to make her his Wife, he thould 
not have inſiſted on her Promiſe ; — and that 
if he had any other Deſigu upon her, ic was 
what ſhe never could have expected from a 
Gentleman of his Function, who, by all out- 
ward Appearance, had behaved ſo civil; till 
this Time, and had declared, that he had no o- 
ther View than to make her happy. She ſpoke 
ſeveral Things of the Letters the received from 
him, and intimated to him, what barbarous and 
ungentleman- like Treatment it was for a Gen- 
tleman of his Learning and; Capacity to take 
the Advantage of a weak young Woman, who 
thought herſelf bleft only in his Eſteem, 
That he was the Cauſe of her ſlighting Mr. 
So——th——11, a young Gentleman of an af 
fluent Fortune, who having made his Addreſſes 
to her, ſhe 9 told him ſhe was en- 
gaged, by a ſolemn Promiſe to another, and 
therefore deſired him to defift. 

Counc. And the Doctor was preſent all the 
Time when ſhe ſpoke thus? 

Witneſs. Yes, he was, and when ſhe had done 


ſpeaking, he made her this Reply, My Dear, 


Iwill marry you.” C2 Coun. 


( 20 ) 


Coun. Von are ſure thoſe were the Woids * 
Witneſs. He ſaid, my Dear, if that will 
make you eaſy, I will marry you this Night, if 
you deſire it. This was when ſhe com- 
plained that he had deceived her. 
Counc. You heard him ſpeak thoſe Words? | 
Witneſs. He took her by the Hand, and ſaid, 
Dear Lady Jane, if you will marry me, I Wilk 
marry you, and then he tœok her by the Hand 
and ſaid, Iwill ſeal this faithful Promiſe and. 
Contract with a Kiſs. - 
Counc. What further. paſs'd bety een you? . ; 
:Wirneſs. We ſpent the Evening together, - 
and were pretty merry, — he drank Lady 
172 s Health, (meaning the Plaintiff) And ſoi 
e did not deſpair ot. enjoying more Heypinals: 
than any Monarch in the World Then we 
were talking about Wedding Cloathe, and J 
asked him how long. it would be before his Af- 
fairs ſuited, ſo that they migbt be married, He 
then asked me, why I propos d. that 24 
and I reply'd, That it wall be very og 
Mother ſhould know, that: a Weddi 
might be provided for his intended Spb — he. 
told me nothing ſhould be 2 2 that he 
rok a Plealure ia providing all Ibiogs chat was 
noceflary, for it was his Opidion, that nothing 
in the, World could. be too good ſq fo deſerving 
ad ſoibeautiful a ber F Lady; and that: L might 
imagine {becauſe her Fortune was greatly infe- 
ripr to hig) he courted her: Money; but 14 I 
thought ſo, I was greatly miſtaksd; for no 
gan be Conſideration ſhould ever Braun bim 
tom her. 
Cohn. Then yon hþd-a | gooddeal.af Difcourſe. 
tet We were quite Pats. * — 


( 2 1 9 5 
drank to me, ahd frequently called me Brot her, 
and ſaid the Ceremony ſhoutt certainly be per- 
formed in about three Weeks, and believed that 
would be the blitheſt Day he ever ſaw. © 

- Coun. . But the Doctor was not ſo good as his 
Wood Bo 1-508 fo 34575 & ELITES . 

. Wirneſs/ He came the next Day, and dined- 
with my r, and he de ſired me to take no 
Notice what had paſſed the Night before. L real- 
ly did not underſtand his Meaning ; but quickly 
found, that he was deeeiving the Plaintiff; 
and my Sufpicions were nor i- grounded, tor in 
a ſhort Time he broke off all Courrſhip, and- 
withdrew into the Country to Nom wo—rk, 
which Behaviour of his cauz'd a great deal ot 
Uneaſineſs in the Fami ly. l 


; Coyunc. Had not the Plaintiff ſeveral very 


Offers from Gentlemen who ceurred her? 
Witneſs She had ; but would not comply on 
any Conſideration whatever, notwithſtanding ſhe 


was flighted; and ill-us'd for upwards of two. 


Yeats.-—— It was concluded, after 2 
ſeveral Gentlemen, to bring an Action again 
the Defendant, on his declaring he made no Pro- 
miſes; and he faid the might marry any one if 
ſhe pleas d, but that was not thought convenient, 
becauſe the was liable to the Law. en 
The Council tor the Plaintiff called ſeveral 
other Witneſſes, ſome of whom proved © The 
«© Promife' of Marriage: And others proved, 


That the Plaintiff had advantageous Offers 


 <. made her by a Gentleman of Fortune and Re- 


“ putation.'— And it was in general proyed, 


That the Lady was obliged to reje& all other 
Offers, ſor fear of the Damages that might ac-! 
crue irom her Joining in Wedlock with any 

2 | other 
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other Gentleman than him { the Defendant ] ſhe, 
was-promiſed to; — beſides the Odium it would 
bring upon her, becauſe the Promiſe, on both 
Sides, was generally known, not only amongſt. 
her own Relations, and intimate Friends and 
Acqugintance, but by a great Number of other 
People, where they had been to pay Viſits, and 
where the 24 made no Scruple of de- 
claring that he intended the Plaintiff ſhould 
be his deareſt Wife; for that they had made 
mutual Promiſes to each other in the moſt 
ſacred Manner. — And on this Account ſhe 
brought her Action. ö 

The Council for the Plaintiff called other Wit- 
neſſes, Who proved, That the Defendant had 
made a Will, and left the Plaintiff Ten Thou- 
ſand Pounds, pretending that he was infirm, and 
might depart this Life before he was married to 
the Lady, but this was only a Fineſſe to deceive 
the Plaintiff | 12 

On the Whole the Council reſted the Evidence 
here to prove the Martiage Promiſe. And 
took Notice to the Jury, if ſuch Tranſactions 
were ſuffered to be done with Impunity, how un- 
happy would be the Caſe of many young La- 
dies of this Kingdom be, who might promiſe 
themſelves to any, Gentleman who made their 
Addrefles to them. And as to both the Sexes 
who may be Guilty of a Breach of Promiſe, 
they. were equally liable to the Cenſure of the 
Law, and that Damages may be had, on a Proof 
that either Party was a Sufferer, by a Nen-Per- 
formance of any Marriage-Contra&t. | 

The Council for the Defendant made a Re- 
ply to the following Effect. — My Lord, 
and Gentlemen of the Jury ; here is an Action 

1. N brought 


— 
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brought againſt a Reverend'and Worthy Divine, 
for a very large Sum of Money, for not per: 
forming à Promiſe that he had made to marry 
the Plaintiff, I cannot apprehend, from whar 
Witneſſes they have brought on the other Side, 
that this Promiſe was Real; it might be a feign» 
ed one, for ought we know; for ſure every Sen- 
tleman who pretends Courtſhip to a Lady, 2 
likes her Company, is aot obliged to marry her-: 
He might tell her that he would marry her, and 
twenty other Tales, and profeſs a great deal 
of extraordinary Friendſhip and Love, take her 
abroad, and treat her, and make her man 
Preſents, and yet we cannot well infer fro 
thence, that he is obliged to make that Woman 
his Wife. A Man may be inſtantly captivated 
with the Charms of a young Lady, and may 
like her Converfation on the firſt ot their Ac- 
quaintance; but yet ſome Things may in Time 
uppear, that he may think he has made a bad 
Choice, and ſo make an honourable Retreat; 
and I think really that this is the moſt honeft 
and juſt Way. Truly, if I have pretended Love 
to a Woman for ſome Time, and ſhe has favour'd 
my Addrefles, I am therefore oblig'd to marry 
her, becauſe I might indiſcreetly tell her ſo. 
We all know, that when Men are enamour'd 
with a Woman they promiſe her many 'Things, 
which perhaps- they never intend to perform, 
and I believe moſt of our Sex are convinced that 
the Women are not a Whit behind-hand with us. 
— The Verdict will be a Matter of very great 
Conſequence to the Gentleman: This Cayſe, to 
be try d in a publick Court ot Juſtice, is Puni ſh- 
ment ſufficient for his unguarded Expreſſions: 


Tho' he may be a Gentleman of Fortune, yet 


L | 
no Map 7920 be DF fo 4 loſe what he 
Wiles or {peaking un fi wp Words ; and a 

entlemen, I am humbly of Opinion, that 
will find for the Defeu * —_ 

Coun. fot the Plant, I have heard What 
has been ſid on the other Side, and I think it 
amionn itt le or nothing, We have proy 'd, 
hor t el Defendait, even Inſited, the Plaintiff 

ſhould pr 1 41 him Marriage, and that he him- 
ſelf did the like to her; anf after many Delays, 
and amuling her wittridle Notions, and. a great 
deal of Love Chat, then he withdtaws . himſelf, 
Here i is plaia Proot, that a Gentleman of a hand- 
Jome Fortune made his, Addroſſes to the, Plaine 
iff, and anfprm'd hes he Mond be happy in her 
ius a Wife. The Lady was generous and open'd 
her Mind, to the Gentleman! ,She told. him ſhe 
was alrady; engig'd, by Promiſe, and cquld not 
tecede from that P xqniſe, and phe Gentleman ſaid 
the wasforsy for. it, and made no further Ad- 
| drefiow;te-o> Thale ate Matters of Fact; and 
Gentlemen, 1 do-gor: doubt; byr you are of Opis 
ior, from What you bave heard, that the hae 
been very ill - treated by the Delendant, and 
therefore you'will finda U erdigt for the Plains 


* 

1 Sides, 22 Hnith'd 
their Qbſergations on what the Wictefles had 
depos d the Gourt ſumm'd'aþ the Whole to che 
Jury, whe wighdrew for £ ſome Minutes, and be- 
Ja into'Coprt, found a; Verdict for 5 
Plaintifl, and SEVEN. \-DHOVSAND POUND 
inn 2] d * 71 
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